Thank you to everyone who sent abstracts for the EHS 13th Congress in The Hague -we must have broken our records with the volume we received for this congress. We achieved approximately 500 contributions from 43 countries worldwide. Thank you also to our many reviewers and editors. Of all these high-quality abstracts we accepted 208 contributions for oral presentations and 263 as Posters.
The main programme of the congress will take place from 20-22 September with the help of our international and of course Dutch friends, along with the EHS Executive Committee, EHS Scientific Committee and EHS Educational Committee. Next to the 30 oral presentation sessions the 13 th EHS Congress offers 9 Invited symposia and 7 Instructional course lectures. In addition we are looking forward to the contribution of our special guests Professor Per Kjaersgaard-Andersen and Professor Henrik Kehlet, both from Denmark and Professor Ramachandran from the United Kingdom. In addition, we have also a symposium in which the industry will give us their ideas about future hip care and surgery.
The field of hip pathology is extensive. At our congress we will focus on conservative and prosthetic hip surgery in the very young, registry outcomes, revisions, and new future developments, while several of the big industry names will also share their view on future developments around the hip. I also think this is a beautiful field for young researchers and young residents wanting to specialize in the hip, and the best way to do this is by being a member of our society.
The EHS has 418 active members from 33 European countries, with excellent National Representatives from 26 of those, as well as science, education and history committees. If you are active and qualified, we invite you to work with us in these committees or to get involved in organizing our meetings, workshops, courses and congresses.
We have a strong relationship with EFORT, as well as all our national societies, but it doesn't stop there: we have built excellent relations beyond Europe, and for our congress in The Hague, the Argentinian Hip Society ACARO will be our guest society and has invited EHS speakers to join their next annual meeting in October in Buenos Aires. In 2017, EHS was the guest society at the AAHKS in Dallas and hosted an EHS member on a Fellowship there.
Since 2016, we organize Fellowships for four young hip surgeons each year and the initiative has been a great success, therefore we intend to continue this opportunity; keep up to date with the EHS Fellowships on our website, www.europeanhipsociety.com.
Let's make progress together and develop this important society to constantly improve our expertise in resolving all the problems that our patients suffer from; this can only be done by the expertise of all of you combined.
I am delighted to welcome you to The Hague!
Dr. B. Willem Schreurs
President of the European Hip Society (2016) (2017) (2018) 
